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Theo Clarke

How Global Britain can lead in
levelling up the world

The United Kingdom remains a powerful international player on the
world stage: a permanent member of the UN Security Council, a G7
Nation and the fifth largest economy in the world. Global Britain is
therefore not just a slogan but a recognition of our political and
economic weight, and a reminder of our history as a country known for

our fairness and compassion.

We were one of the founding members of the United Nations and it was
the British Prime Minister, Sir Winston Churchill who, in the wake of the
horrific atrocities of the Second World War, advocated so strongly for

the creation of the European Convention on Human Rights, the corner-



stone of the Council of Europe to which | am proud to be part of the UK
delegation. So Britain is globally greater than the sum of its parts,
which is why as we enter this new era with much more control over our
decisions, we must act to ensure that we, as Global Britain, lead as a

force for good in the world.

The Government has already set out a vision for Global Britain in the
Integrated Review of foreign, security and development policy and we
have begun to see how this will be delivered in the world of geopolitics
through the landmark AUKUS security pact. The Foreign Secretary has
been clear that for Global Britain to be a success, it must be about
more than abstract foreign policy. It needs to deliver meaningful

improvements in the lives of people in the UK and abroad.

Britain has a long history of being extremely generous to less economi-
cally developed nations and continues to do so. As Chair of the
International Development Select Committee’s sub-committee on the
work of the Independent Commission for Aid Impact, it has become
clear to me that the Government must work to support countries which
are transitioning beyond aid. In our inquiry last year into the changing
nature of aid in Ghana there was positive evidence that UK backed
programmes were helping Ghana as it moved from being an aid
recipient. | believe it is important that Global Britain not only helps
countries develop economically but also supports them to effectively

transition beyond aid.

The coronavirus pandemic has impacted the lives of everyone across
the world. Britain has once again led from the front internationally in
relation to innovation, with our world class scientists and our world
leading universities working together to develop the Oxford AstraZene-
ca vaccine. Vaccinations are an area in which Britain has a long history

in leading the world. Britain was a founding member of Gavi, the
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vaccine alliance, and we are continuing to champion access to
vaccines. | was pleased to see Britain leading by hosting the Coronavi-
rus Global Response Summit last May and pledging an additional billion

pounds to Gavi, a move that will help protect many more lives.

| welcome that Britain is one of the largest donors to COVAX, which is
an international initiative aiming to ensure that every country gets fair
and equitable access to COVID-19 vaccines globally. | have raised with
Ministers multiple times the importance of us donating our surplus
supplies of coronavirus vaccines to COVAX. In order to defeat coronavi-
rus, we must protect the poorest in the world, strengthen healthcare
systems and as Global Britain it is key that we lead by increasing
donations to COVAX and encouraging other developed countries to do

so too.

For Global Britain to achieve its full potential it must help inclusive,
sustainable global economic growth and to do this effectively the
Government and businesses must work together. For many of our
partners around the world, their contact with Global Britain will be
through our diplomats, our military or our aid workers. But it will
also be through British businesses whose products and supply
chains reach around the world and touch the lives of billions. Our

businesses are our frontline ambassadors for UK Plc.

| am delighted to be the Prime Minister’s Trade Envoy to Kenya and |
was honoured to be at the signing of the new UK Kenya Free Trade
Agreement. The UK is the largest European foreign investor in Kenya,
around 200 British businesses operate in Kenya and trade between the
UK and Kenya totals approximately £1 billion annually. This new trade
agreement, just like the many other trade deals we have done since
leaving the European Union, has the potential to boost the British

economy and create economic opportunities across the world.



Trade matters to people in my Stafford constituency because trade
means we can create more local jobs by creating opportunities for local
businesses to export to emerging markets. This is why | recently held a
Stafford exporting roundtable with the Department for International
Trade which helped Staffordshire businesses of all sizes learn how they
can trade effectively overseas. Thanks to its rapidly growing popula-
tion, Africa will be home to a quarter of the world’s consumers by 2050.
This provides huge potential for UK-based businesses looking to
connect with new customers and build strong export markets through-
out the world. Parts from the JCB plant in Staffordshire are distributed

across Africa, linking workers in a chain that stretches across the globe.

| have seen first-hand the positive impact that aid for trade makes as
co-chair of the Trade Out of Poverty APPG. | know that beyond its role
in saving lives and ensuring our security, UK aid is also critical to our
country’s ambitions as a global champion of free trade and shared
prosperity through economic development. Delivering these ambitions
needs free trade deals and it also requires cutting red-tape, improving
ports and trade infrastructure and getting more businesses into export

markets.

An example of this is the UK backed TradeMark East Africa (TMEA)
which was established over a decade ago to reduce the costs of trade
in 10 countries in East and Southern Africa. An independent evaluation
report in January found that TMEA’s work to make transport corridors
faster, cheaper and less risky for business generated over $55 million
dollars in savings in 2017 alone. This in turn helped to boost exports
from East Africa by $176 million dollars, with imports from the UK and
other countries into East Africa also increasing by a total of $145 million
dollars. TMEA brings real, tangible benefits in reducing the time and

cost of trade, making goods cheaper and more readily available to
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consumers in the UK and Africa.

| also welcome the Prime Minister’s commitment to girls’ education and
was delighted to attend the UK Kenya Education Summit this summer.
It has been estimated that just one additional year of secondary school
education can increase a woman’s earnings by a fifth. Therefore, | am
pleased that the Government has pledged to stand up for the right of
every girl around the world to 12 years of quality education. However,

this challenge does not end when girls leave school.

As an entrepreneur before | entered politics, | have experienced
first-hand the unique challenges young women face when setting up
their own businesses. For international women’s day this year | held a
female business leaders’ roundtable with the British Chamber of
Commerce in Kenya. UK aid for trade also works towards our ambition
of empowering women across the Commonwealth through the Govern-
ment’s £10 million investment in the SheTrades initiative. SheTrades
aims to connect 3 million women entrepreneurs from across the
Commonwealth to market opportunities, and has shown how investing
in women can have powerful multiplier effects. For example, women
entrepreneurs employ more women, mentor other women in business,

and invest in their families and communities.

Free trade is a vital component of Global Britain yet it is important that
with this increase in trade, businesses act responsibly and pass on
the benefits to their workers and society as a whole. That is why |
am generally supportive of the aims of the Better Business Act

Campaign.

As co-chair of the All Party Parliamentary Group for the United Nations’
Sustainable Development Goals, | am passionate about using the SDGs

to improve peoples’ lives throughout the world. | recently chaired a



panel where the Rt. Hon Justine Greening, the former International
Development Secretary, outlined her vision for doing just this via the
Purpose Coalition. Many British businesses operating in Kenya are
already contributing to social and economic progress. For example,
Standard Chartered is one of the largest international banks in Kenya
and has publicly committed to the SDGs. It is using its unique position
to contribute to Kenya'’s sustainable economic growth - assessing all
credit approval processes through a robust Environmental Risk
Management Framework. The bank also runs regular vocational training
and entrepreneurship skills training for young people to increase
employment opportunities. As Global Britain we should use the SDGs

as a readymade framework to level up both the UK and the world.

By helping other countries’ economic development through
increased free trade, promoting better business, support from UK
aid and implementing the SDGs, Global Britain will help many
countries transition beyond aid and trade out of poverty, thus
leading to economic development and improving the lives of

millions of people across the world.
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About the Better
Business Act

Britain needs business at its best.

We are a coalition of over 750 businesses from local firms to beloved
high-street brands. We know that when businesses make the right

decisions, they can create profit and benefit society.

Our mission is to change UK law to make sure every single company in
the UK, whether big or small, aligns the interests of their shareholders

with those of wider society and the environment.

Our goal is to amend Section 172 of the Companies Act in line with

these principles.

www.betterbusinessact.org

Contact

If you are a parliamentarian interested in finding out more about the

Better Business Act, please email Advocacy@BetterBusinessAct.org

If you are a business interested in joining the coalition, please email

Act@BetterBusinessAct.org

Disclaimer: The views expressed are those of the authors and do not
necessarily reflect the views of the Better Business Act coalition or its

members.






better business

Find out more or email at
www.betterbusinessact.org

act@betterbusinsessact.org



